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September 1, 2020 
 
Mayor John J. Leahy 

And 
Members of the Lowell City Council 
 
 
Dear Mayor Leahy and Members of the Lowell City Council, 
 
 
Enclosed is an Ordinance to establish a new departmental revolving fund in the Lowell Police 
Department. The departmental revolving fund statute, G.L. c. 44, § 53E½, was amended by the 
Municipal Modernization Act (St. 2016, c. 218, § 86). These amendments eliminated the caps on 
the amount that could be spent from the revolving funds authorized for a particular department and 
in total from all authorized revolving funds. In addition, the Municipal Modernization Act changed 
the local procedure for continuing the existence of the funds. Rather than requiring legislative 
action at the end of each fiscal year to continue any fund into the next fiscal year, cities and towns 
now must establish these accounts by ordinance—meaning that they will continue unless rescinded 
by the legislative body.  
 
The City Council must still vote on or before July 1 each year on the amount that may be spent 
from each fund during the upcoming fiscal year. By instituting a new fee to be added to police 
details, which is charged to companies doing work throughout the city; the City can recover costs 
expended on maintaining and repairing police vehicles, which see significant wear and tear while 
being used on construction details.  
 
This accounting method will allow the Police Superintendent greater flexibility to use the funds 
and will afford the Lowell Police Department the opportunity to maintain the fleet without looking 
to the taxpayers to fund the work.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Eileen M. Donoghue 
City Manager 
 
CC: Conor Baldwin, Chief Financial Officer 
 Raymond “Kelly” Richardson, Superintendent of Police 


